2019 Survivors’ Scholarship Brunch!
The survivors’ brunch is an event that began
in 2007 with 17 survivors in attendance. It has grown
over the years and there have been as many as 150
survivors joining us. With family and friends who
join them, the event continues to grow reaching an
average attendance of approximately 250 people. This
event enables ladies who are traveling the same journey
to get together, and in many cases bond. Newly
diagnosed women are given a sense of hope when they
meet and talk with attendees who have experienced
years of survival. As you may know, there are very few
if any support groups solely focused on women who
are survivors of this devastating disease for which there
is no test. This is one day dedicated just to them.

Pictured Above :
A portion of the 110 Ovarian Cancer Survivors in attendance.

This years’ brunch took place on Sunday April 28th at the Wisconsin Club in downtown Milwaukee. The morning started
out with an expo where survivors and their guests could talk to different vendors and medical professionals about ovarian cancer and
different ways to get involved within the ovarian cancer community. There was also plenty of shopping, raffles, and photobooth fun!
Everyone then enjoyed a wonderful brunch that included an omelet station, fresh carved meats, cheeses, fruit and a mashed
potatoe bar! Brunch was then followed by our medical advisory panel. Gynecologic Oncologists from accross the state conducted a
panel to answers questions sumbitted by the survivors in attendance. Thank you to Dr. Lisa Barroilhet, Dr. Erin Bishop,
Dr. Elizabeth Dickson, Dr. Peter Johnson, and Dr. Laura Raftery.
Before the day ended we drew the winners for the National Ovarian Cancer Conference Scholarships. The winners were:
		
Gertie Nowak, who is a 5 year survivor from New Berlin, WI
Sara Klebig, who is a 3 year survivor from Columbus, WI
Thank you for all who attended this wonderful event. We could not do it without you and our generous sponsors. Our
Platinum Level Sponsor were AstraZeneca, Clovis Oncology, and Cancer Treatment Centers of America. Our Gold Level Sponsors
were Ascension, Aurora Advocate Health, Froedtert and The Medical College, Myriad, ProHealth Care, Myriad, and UW- Madison
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
We are looking forward to seeing you all again on April 26th, 2020. Make sure you check our website at
www.wisconsinovariancancer.org for more details.
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Laura Clark – Hansen’s
“CAMP-MAK-A-DREAM”
Scholarship
Hi. My name is Julie. I was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in Aug 2016. I was very lucky. I
had a fast growing tumor that grew to 23 cm in just a few months. My general
practitioner did a CA 125 which was 11. Within normal limits. Fortunately she did not take that
as an indication that there was nothing wrong. She made an appointment with a gyn/onc
for 3 days later. Surgery was just a few weeks after that. I was staged at 1C. While getting
cancer of any kind certainly is not lucky, being diagnosed early is. So everything went well
and I’m here 3 years later to celebrate.
My biggest problem was not the cancer treatment, but my support system. My husband is
disabled and I worked 60-80 hours a week to support us and our daughter. It didn’t leave
time to make friends. I needed other ladies with ovarian cancer to talk to. I went to the
internet looking for ovarian cancer support groups and found Camp-Mak-A-Dream. A 5 day
retreat in Montana for ladies with Ovarian cancer. And even better, it was FREE. I had to pay
my own way there, but the retreat was free. I was fortunate enough to be one of the people
to receive a grant from WOCA that reimbursed me for the airfare. THANK YOU WOCA!
So I went. It was the most amazing experience of my life. Don’t let the name “camp” fool
you. These are lovely cabins with a mini kitchen, fireplace, showers, flush toilets and the beds
have beautiful quilts made by the local Amish community. The camp is surrounded by hills
and ranches. There is an art therapy barn, swimming pool, Hot tub and a medical clinic with
staff for any minor inconveniences of chemo(nausea, dehydration, that sort of thing). Best
of all, a kitchen staff. I didn’t have to cook or do dishes for 5 days. There are activities and
speakers all day. You can attend as many or few as you wish. The speakers and activity
leaders are volunteers. Each camp session has different offerings. I climbed a rock wall for
my first time. (Actually, they practically hauled me up.)I zip lined for my first time. There was
a psychotherapist volunteer that did group and individual sessions. I learned to make truffles,
a bracelet, and bread. There was a theme night and final night celebration. And so much
more.
While all that was nice, it was the amazing women
that I met that I value the most. I made some
wonderful connections with women that I keep
in touch with. We talk about any concerns we
have, celebrate when someone has no evidence
of disease, or just about our families. It is the support
system I needed so badly. It rejuvenated me.
I don’t have the words to express how important
these women have become to me.
Everyone there had a different reason for attending.
Camp-Mak-A-Dream is an experience I would
recommend to anyone.
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2019 Calendar of Events
WOCA’s Nancy’s Run, Rock, and Stroll
Saturday, September 21st, 2019
Greenfield Park - West Allis

WOCA’s Whisper Walk
Sunday, September 29th, 2019
McKee Farms Park- Fitchburg, WI

Shorewood Hot Cider Hustle
(Hosted by All Community Events, with a
portion of the proceeds benefitting WOCA)

Sunday, October 27th , 2019
Estabrook Park - Milwaukee, WI

DePere Turkey Trot

Interested in
getting involved?
We have some upcoming
volunteer opportunities listed below!
Please find more information about
the event and how to register as a
volunteer on our website @
www.wisconsinovariancancer.org.

Shorewood Hot Cider Hustle
10 Mile and 5K
Sunday, October 27th, 2019

(7am - 11:30am)
Estabrook Park - Shorewood, WI

DePere Turkey Trot
Thursday, November 22nd, 2018
(7am-11am)
Voyageur Park - DePere, WI

(Hosted by All Community Events, with a
portion of the proceeds benefitting WOCA)

Thursday, November 28th, 2019
Voyageur Park - DePere, WI
WOCA OFFICE:

13825 W. National Ave. Suite 103
New Berlin, WI, 53151
PHONE- 262-797-7804

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday- Thursday-8am - 4pm
Friday- 8am -12pm
Additional hours available upon request!

WEBSITE:

www.wisconsinovariancancer.org

EMAIL:

friends@wisconsinovariancancer.org

Connect with us on Social Media!
Facebook -

Wisconsin Ovarian Cancer Alliance

Twitter -

@WIOvarianCancer

Instagram -

WI_OVARIAN_CANCER_ALLIANCE
LinkedIN Wisconsin Ovarian Cancer Alliance
For Board Member Information,
please visit our website.
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